
 

 

Now Hear This!Now Hear This!Now Hear This!    
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE KNOXVILLE POWER SQUADRON  

A Unit of the United States Power Squadrons 
Sail and Power Boating 

District 17 of the United States Power Squadrons® 

KPS BRIDGE 
 

Commander: 

Cdr Margaret Edidin, P 

 (865) 980-2840 
 

Executive Officer: 

P/D/C Mike Scher, AP 

 (865) 405-5512 
 

Squadron Education Officer: 
Lt/C Tom Dietrich, SN 

 (865) 657-9190 
 

Administrative Officer:  

Lt/C Linda Ferrell 

 (865) 531-3354 

 lakelou1@yahoo.com  
 

Secretary: 

Lt/C Rosemary Nicolaysen  

 (865) 921-0199 
 

Treasurer: 

Lt/C Maureen Hill 

 (256) 997-7120 
 

Executive Committee: 

Current Bridge plus 

P/C Henry (Hank) Davis, AP 

 (865) 670-3698 

P/C James Barkley, SN 

 (865) 966-7261 

Larry Lanz, P 

 (865) 856-3062 

Bob Cadieux, AP 

 (865) 981-9975 
 

Newsletter Editors: 

Mary Cadieux, AP 

Ken Bloomfield, P 

(865) 293-2174 

khtb@bellsouth.net 

® 

Commanderõs Comments    Cdr Margaret Edidin, P  

Now Hear This!               Page 1 

 

The Knoxville Power Squadron annual elec-

tions took place at our January 23rd dinner 

meeting.  The following people were elected 

by unanimous voice vote: 

Commander ï Mike Scher 

Executive Officer ï Chuck Smith 

Education Officer ï Tom Dietrich 

American Boating Class ï Larry Martin 

Administrative Officer ï Brenda Bloomfield 

Secretary ï Rosemary Nicolaysen 

Treasurer ï Larry Lanz 

Executive Committee ï Jim Barkley, Bob Cadieux, Hank Davis 

plus Margaret Edidin, ex officio, as the most recent past com-

mander. 

Audit 1-year ï Maureen Hill 

Audit 3-year ï Larry Campbell 
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ELECTED NON-EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES  

 

AUDIT:     NOMINATING:     RULES: 

CHAIR: Janine Johnson   CHAIR:  Polly Lanz   CHAIR: Chuck Q. Smith, S 
2 Year: P/C Glenna Druif, P  2 Year: Nancy Campbell, P  2 Year: Larry Nicolaysen, P  

3 Year: P/C Hank Davis, AP  3 Year: Vickie Smith, S  3 Year: Rich Hawbaker, P 

 

PORT CAPTAINS 

 

WATTS BAR LAKE: Robert McConnel, S/N  FT LOUDOUN LAKE: P/C James C. Barkley, SN  TELLICO LAKE: P/D/C Mike Scher, AP 
 

APPOINTED COMMITTEE CHAIRS and OFFICERS (Some of the following positions will be updated.) 

 
BOAT SHOWS   MEMBERSHIP    OPERATIONS TRAINING   

    P/D/C Ronald Lukens, AP   P/D/C Ronald Lukens, AP 

 
SAFETY    PUBLIC RELATIONS   LAW OFFICER 

P/D/C Michael P. Scher, AP  P/C Nick Tronolone, AP   P/C James Barkley, SN 

 

SQUADRON HISTORIAN  VESSEL SAFETY CHECK   PROPERTY OFFICER 

P/C Henry (Hank) Davis, AP  Robert Bray, JN    Bob Bray, JN 

 
LEGISLATIVE/LIASION  ROSTER     OPERATION BOAT SMART 

Chuck Q. Smith, S   Connie Redmond    Bob Bray, JN 

 
NEWSLETTER   WEBMASTER of KPS Website (www.kps-site.org) ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

Mary Cadieux, AP   Ken Bloomfield, P    Nancy Campbell, P  
Ken Bloomfield, P  
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Nominating 3-year ï Linda Sundstrom 

Rules 3-year ï Margaret Edidin  

 

 

These people will be installed in their new positions at the KPS Change of Watch on Satur-

day, February 25th at Club Le Conte.  This special event is a pre-pay event so be sure to 

send in your checks to Linda Ferrell by February 18th to reserve your attendance. 

Thank you for supporting me as your Commander for the last two years.  Your hard work 

and creative ideas have been greatly appreciated.  Whether you were on the Bridge, the Ex-

ecutive Committee or an event volunteer, you all helped to fulfill the purpose of the Knox-

ville Power Squadron. 

I look forward to participating in the 2012 events with you. 

(Commanderôs Report Continued from page 1) 
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 Administrative Officer Report                   Lt/C Linda Ferrell   

 

 

Upcoming Events ð Be sure you are signed up! 
 

February Change of Watch 
Our Change of Watch will be held February 25th beginning at 1800 for social hour and 

dinner at 1900.  We will be meeting at Club LeConte, located at 2700 Plaza Tower, 800 

South Gay St., Knoxville.  The cost will be $45.00 per person and there will be a buffet 

featuring Prime Rib, two other meat selections and some wonderful salad and side op-

tions.  Please mail your checks to me no later than Feb 18th,  and send to: 

 

Linda Ferrell 

756 Sedgley Dr.,   

Knoxville, TN. 37922 

 

Dress code for the Change of Watch is coat and tie for 

the men and dress slacks, skirts, or dresses for the la-

dies.  This will be a great start to a new boating year.  

 

Knoxville Boat Show 
The second item is the Knoxville Boat Show. It is actu-

ally listed on 26-29 January, 2-5 February, and 8-11 March.  

 

The first two dates are the show held at the Knoxville Expo Center at Merchants Drive 

and Clinton Highway. The March show is in downtown Knoxville. Mike Scher will be 

preparing a work schedule for all three dates for two-three hour shifts. Of course booth 

volunteers get into the show free. Mike will be calling people after Thanksgiving to ask 

you to sign up for a shift or if you want first choice, call him.  
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    Education on Deck         Tom Dietrich, SN, Education Officer   

 

Education Update   
 

Our Advanced Piloting class will start Feb. 15th.  This 

course continues to build coastal and inland navigation skills 

learned in Piloting, allowing the student to take on more 

challenging conditions ï unfamiliar waters, limited visibil-

ity, and extended cruises. GPS is embraced as a primary 

navigation tool while adding radar, chart plotters, and other 

electronic navigation tools.  This is a must have course for 

people planning to do any coastal cruising, chartering or just 

want to become better boaters.  It not too late to sign up so 

please contact Tom Dietrich at tdietric1@aol.com or 865-

657-9190. 

 

We are still looking for an instructor to teach Junior Navigation.  If you have an interest 

please contact Tom Dietrich. 

 

Next up is Cruise Planning.  This will be taught by Ron & Eva Stob.  Not only do they 

have a wealth of cruising experience they are fascinating speakers who will entertain you 

through the whole course.  Even if you don't plan to do any long range cruising it would 

be worth taking this class just to hear them speak.  If you are interested in taking this 

course please contact Tom Dietrich or Ron Stob.  The deadline to sign up is Feb. 15.  Here 

is what Ron has to say about the course. 

 

"If you're thinking of taking the boat beyond 

Tellico and Watts Bar Lakes for extended 

cruising this course will cover things you 

need to think about for long distance travel. 

Topics will focus on the planning and prepa-

ration necessary for safe, enjoyable cruising 

on both inland and coastal waters. The range 

of subjects include anchoring, provisioning, 

communicating with tows, pleasure vessels 

and marinas, weather and more. The course 

will be offered in five sessions on Tuesday 

evenings or at a time mutually acceptable for 

all enrollees."   

Ron  
 

(SEO Report Continued on page 5)  
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    Education on Deck         Tom Dietrich, SN, Education Officer  
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    Education on Deck         Tom Dietrich, SN, Education Officer   
 

 
 

SAFE BOATING COURSE &  

TWRA Boating License  
ñ2012ò SCHEDULE 

Sponsored by 
Knoxville Power Squadron Inc® 

 

TELLICO HARBOR  

Subdivision Clubhouse 
2000 Cherokee Drive, Maryville, TN (Vonore) 

February 11, 12, 18, 19 

Saturday 9:00am- 11:30am 
Sunday 1:00am - 3:30am 

 

WEST MARINE, Knoxville  

7812 Kingston Pike 

March 20, 22, 27, 29 

Tues & Thurs 6:15pm-9:00pm 

 

TRAVIS MARINE, Knoxville  

9312 Tedford Rd. 

April 17, 19, 24, 26 

Tues & Thurs 6:15pm-9:00pm 

 

SEA RAY of KNOXVILLE  

115 Perimeter Park Rd. 

May 15, 17, 22, 24 

Tues & Thurs 6:15pm-9:00pm 

 

CONCORD MARINA  

10911 Concord Rd. 

June 19, 21, 26, 28 

Tues & Thurs 6:15pm-9:00pm 



 

 

 

Starting, Marine, and Deep-Cycle Batteries 
  

Starting (sometimes called SLI, for starting, lighting, ignition) batteries are commonly used to start and 

run engines. Engine starters need a very large starting current for a very short time. Starting batteries 

have a large number of thin plates for maximum surface area. The plates are composed of a Lead 

"sponge", similar in appearance to a very fine foam sponge. This gives a very large surface area, but if 

deep cycled, this sponge will quickly be consumed and fall to the bottom of the cells. Automotive batter-

ies will generally fail after 30-150 deep cycles if deep cycled, while they may last for thousands of cy-

cles in normal starting use (2-5% discharge). 

 

Deep cycle batteries are designed to be discharged down as much as 80% time after time, and have 

much thicker plates. The major difference between a true deep cycle battery and others is that the plates 

are SOLID Lead plates - not sponge. This gives less surface area, thus less "instant" power like starting 

batteries need. Although these can be cycled down to 20% charge, the best lifespan versus cost method 

is to keep the average cycle at about 50% discharge. 

 

Unfortunately, it is often impossible to tell what you are really buying in some of the discount stores or 

places that specialize in automotive batteries. The golf car battery is quite popular for small systems and 

RV's. The problem is that "golf car" refers to a size of battery (commonly called GC-2, or T-105), not 

the type or construction - so the quality and construction of a golf car battery can vary considerably - 

ranging from the cheap off brand with thin plates up the true deep cycle brands, such as Crown, Deka, 

Trojan, etc. In general, you get what you pay for. 

 

Marine batteries are usually a "hybrid", and fall between the starting and deep-cycle batteries, though a 

few (Rolls-Surrette and Concorde, for example) are true deep cycle. In the hybrid, the plates may be 

composed of Lead sponge, but it is coarser and heavier than that used in starting batteries. It is often 

hard to tell what you are getting in a "marine" battery, but most are a hybrid. Starting batteries are usu-

ally rated at "CCA", or cold cranking amps, or "MCA", Marine cranking amps - the same as "CA". Any 

battery with the capacity shown in CA or MCA may or may not be a true deep-cycle battery. It is some-

times hard to tell, as the term deep cycle is often overused. CA and MCA ratings are at 32 degrees F, 

while CCA is at zero degree F. Unfortunately, the only positive way to tell with some batteries is to buy 

one and cut it open - not much of an option.  

 

   Technical Library                                                                                                         Ken Bloomfield, NHT Co -Editor  
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